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The passing of President Jimmy Car-
ter has propelled a national discussion
about what is a progressive evangelical.

Carter's brand of Christianity chal-
lenged both the left and right to aban-
don political pressures that violated
one’s conscience. Stuart Eizenstat, Car-
ter's domestic adviser, said the presi-

- dent took personal pride in ignoring the

political consequences of decisions he
regarded as principled.
Carter fulfilled his 1976 campaign

promise, pardoning religious conscien-
tious objectors in the Vietnam War who
opposed Killing. Carter's opposition to

the death penalty was based on the bib-
lical call to reject “an eye for an eye.” Kill-
ing is not a principled solution to solving
a problem.

One of Carter's most enduring and
controversial legacies is the enforce-
ment of the Hyde Amendment which

prevents government money from being
used for abortions. Carter took the self-
identified “pro-choice” proponents at
face value: It was a woman’s decision to
have one and therefore to pay for one,
not the government’s.

Far from being a misogynist, the

-president had a record 38 women on his

White House staff, including Roches-
ter's own Vice-Mayor Midge Costanza.
Because I was an anti-war activist, I
supported Midge’s passion to get Carter
elected.

It was no surprise that Carter named
Costanza to be his public liaison. But it
was a surprise when she brought wom-
en to the Capitol to lobby the president

‘against the Amendment. Carter was no

bartering horse-trader. His adamant
support for Hyde helped lead to Costan-

‘za's departure from her White House

post. Carter’s leadership played a role in
shaping Democratic Party opinion, but

was also a reflection of it.
Like today, early pro-life democratic
feminists advocated non-violent solu-

tions to the “feminization of poverty,” a
phrase actually coined by the Carter ad-
inequality board of directors of Fem
could not be solved by the government Life of New York.

ministration. Economic

| Recalling impact of Carter's
support for Hyde Amendment

aborting poor women’s children.
The party platform’s stated protec-

“tion of the ‘vulnerable’ was understood

to be in conflict with support for abor-
tion. The party was reminded of that In
1976 by pro-life candidate Ellen McCor-
mack. She ran in 19 state primaries and
captured 22 delegates at the 1976 Demo-
cratic National Convention.

In 2024, protecting the “vulnerable”
was mentioned 10 times in the Demo-
cratic Party’s platform. Ironically, Dem-

ocrats spent a whopping $149 million on -

ads that promoted abortion-rights,
more than for health care or the econo-
my or crime or human rights.

While Carter did not publicly support
overturning Roe v Wade, he condemned
abortion throughout his political career.

Today, support for the Hyde Amend-

ment continues. Only 36% of Americans
support funding abortions.

In a 2021 poll, 78% of Democrats said .

they believe laws can protect the health

and well-being of mothers and the life of
the pre-born child.

I think Jimmy Carter would like that.
Carol Crossed is vice president of the

inists Choosing
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Grateful reader recounts a chat
with Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter

A number of years ago, I was in
Naples Florida for a safety confer-
ence and found myself alone at the
top of along flight of stairs leading to
outside.

As 1 looked out into the Florida
sunshine, ] saw a couple start up the

stairs.
When they got closer, | realized it

was Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter.
They were dressed in i
clothes and accompanied by a lone
Secret Service agent.
" When they reached my location, 1
said “Good Aftemoon, Mr. President”
and the response was warm and
friendly.
- At that, they told me they had
been in the Everglades for the morn-
ing and they then proceeded to ask
me about my visit to the area and the

conference I was attending.
- Awarm and friendly conversation

‘efisued for the next five minutes.

~ I had always liked President Car-
ter from a distance, but their friendly
interest in me made me a fan for life.
fhey will both be sorely missed.

- Lawrence Dawson

- Rochester
How a local native made

Christmas special for kids
during WWiI

Recenty | viewed the DVD “The
American St Nick: A True Story” and
Was surprised to learn that the St
Nicholas in this documentary was a

Rochester soldier of the 28th Infan-
try Division.

Corporal Richard Brookins wore a
local priest’s robes and a crudely
fashioned (and itchy) rope beard in
order to play the role of Saint Nicho-
las for the children of Wiltz, Luxem-
bourg, during World War 1.

Following the war, as the town re-
built, those who survived the war
vowed to never forget and to honor
the kindness and generosity of Broo-
kins and those American soldiers
who brought back St Nicholas Day in
December 1944.

Kindness and generosity are to be
shared today, too.

Mary Smith

Rochester

Prioritize reducing carbon
emissions In 2028

The D&C’s recent coverage of cli-
mate change (12/23/24: “2024 Likely
to be Earth’s Hottest Year™) is anoth-
er powerful reminder for us to prio-
ritize carbon emission reductions in
our new year's resolutions.

Using guidance from Monroe
County’s Climate Action Plan or New
York state’s, the most impactful ac-
tions include: becoming more energy
efficient; opting for electric equip-

ment when it’s time to replace our

fossil-fuel-powered vehicles, fur-
naces, and home appliances; sup-
porting renewable energy systems;
and reducing methane emissions
from food waste and agriculture.

Many of these actions will also
improve air quality and save you
money. Let's resolve to set a new
kind of record in 2025 by making it
our best year yet in protecting our
planet’s future.

Bill Maier

Fafrport

Yes, you see snow, but climate
change still looms

I'm sure we're all happy we saw

And we've certainly had some
chilly weather so far this winter.

So, you're saying, “What’s all this
fuss about global warming?”

Let's not assume because we're
having a few really cold days, or a bit

more snow lately that the entire
Earth is not warming,.

As this newspaper has reported,
we are living in a time when each
year is just a bit warmer than the
year before.
We must do something to slow
down the Earth’s warming trend.
The climate/environment your
children and grand-children .vn]l be
living in will definitely be different
than what we're seeing today.

Rod Bailey

Rochester

EDITORIAL BOARD

Michael Klilan, Executive Editor &
Mid-Atlantic States Group Editor,
USA TODAY Network. We choose our

syndicated columnists to present a
diverse range of

perspectives each Sunday.
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We tried 10 save my brother;

i} Your Tum
Destyni Burke
Guest columnist

osebat”
but the
every
my

Addiction doesn’t wait. For th
tling it, every moment counts,
system puts up roadblocks at
turn. I know this because I lost
brother, Chance, to these failures. P

My brother wasn't just his addjc:‘;d;
He was a developing entrepreneul 2
big dreams and a huge heart. He 10
his family deeply and worked hard 0
build something of his own. But when
he was ready to get help, we faced I
possible barriers.

Local resources in Wayne County
weren't enough. FLACRA (Finger Lakes
Arca Counseling and Recovery Agency)
offered outpatient therapy and a sliding

fee scale
;c:v.identia:);l ! Chance needed intensive

esCipethe are in a new environment to

ingloca] Th':)n\lenceg and stress of stay-
' S

gﬁing Costg € options came with stag-

month witholl;i $10,000 or more per

nsurance,
What majec uran

this harder is knowin
m_':"llch Money is spent on policing

th tlated arrests instead of address-
mgA de_r09t Problem.

ddlCtlon is treated as a crime in-
stead of 4 disease, creating a cycle of
P“m.shment rather than recovery. Peo-
ple like my brother end up arrested and
traPPed in a gystem that doesn’t address
the 100t of their struggles, perpetuating
acycle of hopelessness and lost poten-

When Chance couldn’t get into the
care he needed, his battle became one
he couldn’t win.

Addiction recovery should be acces-
sible, affordable, and focused on re-

a broken SYStem failed him

building lives ~- not just drying people
out and sending them back into the
same circumstances. Comprehensive
programs with therapy, skill-building,
and long-term support should be the
standard.

I'm sharing this story because we
need to do better. No family should have
to face these barriers when trying to
save a loved one. Addiction is a disease,

not a choice, and our system needs to
reflect that. 7

Chance didn’t fail. The system failed
him. No one should have tz?:thoose be-

tween bankruptey and saving their
loved one. It's time to prioritize recovery
over punishment. Let’s give people the
chance our Chance didn't have.

Destyni Burke of Victor is a mother
and advocate for change in addiction
treatment systems, writing in memory
of her brother, Chance Burke, who died
Dec. 18, 2024, at age 29.

Recalling fmpact of Carter's
support for Hyde Amendment

The passing of President Jimmny Car-
ter has propelled a national discussion
about what is a progressive evangelical.

Carter's brand of Christianity chal-
lenged both the left and right to aban-
don political pressures that violated
one’s conscience. Stuart Eizenstat, Car-
ter's domestic adviser, said the presi-
dent took personal pride in ignoring the

political consequences of decisions he
regarded as principled.
Carter fulfilled his 1976 campaign

. promise, pardoning religious conscien-

tious objectors in the Vietham War who
opposed killing. Carter's opposition to
the death penalty was based on the bib-
lical call to reject “an eye for an eye.” Kill-
ing is not a principled solution to solving
a problem.
One of Carter’s most enduring and
controversial legacies is the enforce-
. ment of the Hyde Amendment which

prevents government money frombeing
used for abortions. Carter took the self-
identified “pro-choice” proponents at
face value: It was a woman'’s decision to
have one and therefore to pay for one,
not the government’s.

Far from being a misogynist, the
president had a record 38 women on his
White House staff, including Roches-
ter’s own Vice-Mayor Midge Costanza.
Because I was an anti-war activist, I
supported Midge’s passion to get Carter
elected.

It was no surprise that Carter named
Costanza to be his public liaison. But it
was a surprise when she brought wom-
en to the Capitol to lobby the president
against the Amendment. Carter was no
bartering horse-trader. His adamant
support for Hyde helped lead to Costan-
za's departure from her White House
post. Carter’s leadership played a role in
shaping Democratic Party opinion, but
was also a reflection of it.

Like today, early pro-life democratic
feminists advocated non-violent solu-
tions to the “feminization of poverty,” a
phrase actually coined by the Carter ad-
ministration. Economic inequality
could not be solved by the government

aborting poor women'’s children.

The party platform’'s stated protec-
tion of the ‘vulnerable’ was understood
to be in conflict with support for abor-
tion. The party was reminded of that In
1976 by pro-life candidate Ellen McCor-
mack. She ran in 19 state primaries and
captured 22 delegates at the 1976 Demo-
cratic National Convention. ]

In 2024, protecting the “vulnerable
was mentioned 10 times in the Demo-
cratic Party’s platform. Ironicall.y,.Dem-
ocrats spent a whopping $149_m1]h_on on
ads that promoted abortion-rights,
more than for health care or the econo-
my or crime or human rights.

while Carter did not publicly support
overturning Roe v Wade, he condemned
abortion throughout his political career.
Today, support for the Hyde An}end-
ment continues. Only 36% of Americans

support funding abortions.
In a 2021 poll, 78% of Democrats said

they believe laws can protect the health
and well-being of mothers and the life of
the pre-born child.
I think Jimmy Carter would like that.
Carol Crossed is vice president.of the
board of directors of Feminists Choosing
Life of New York.

Russell

Continued from Page 1F

But the case against TikTok is strong,
and the Supreme Court should allow the
law — which requires the app to divest
from its China-based parent company
or it will be banned from app stores and
web hosting companies in the United
States - to be enforced.

The push to ban TikTok has biparti-
san support, including from former At-
torney General Jeff Sessions, who
served in Trump’s first term.

John F. Plumb, the principal cyber
adviser to the secretary of Defense, de-
scribes TikTok as a “potential threat
vector” to the United States. In 2023,
Plumb told a House Armed Services
subcommittee that China, using Tik-
Tok, might be able to spread misinfor-
mation and collect data on a massive
swath of Americans.

Army Gen. Paul Nakasone, com-

mander of U.S. Cyber Command, also
testified about the dangers of the app:
“If you consider one-third of the adult
population receives their news from
this app, one-sixth of our children are
saying they’re constantly on this app, if
you consider that there's 150 million
people every single day that are obvi-

ously touching this app, this provides a
forei’én nation a platform for informa-

i rations, a platform for sgrveil-
lt::l)ll::e?:nd a concern we have with re-

gards to who controls that data.”
Congress thought TikTok was such a

islati lock it
threat that the legislation to block
passed the House with overwhelming

bipartisan support - 352 votes for the
ban and only 65 against it.

TikTok Is brainwashing our
nation’s young people

Other popular social media apps like

have their own
Facebook and Instagram r own
issues, including collecting users’ digl

tal footprints and allowing sexual pred-

ators to lurk on their platforms.

But there’s strong evidence that Tik-
Tok shoves pro-China propaganda into
the faces of young Americans who
spend hours each day on the app. A
study conducted by researchers with
Rutgers University’s Network Conta-
gion Research Institute found that con-
cerns about China using TikTok to in-
doctrinate America’s youth are rooted in
reality.

Joel Finkelstein, the institute’s co-
founder and chief science officer, told
The Free Press that the study establish-
es that “TikTok is actively manipulating
perceptions of China and the Chinese
t(:it;!sninumst Party through algorithmic

China uses TikTok to reshape Amer-
icans’ opinions of the Asian country, in-
cluding casting its human rights record
in a more positive manner, The app also
downplays negative content about Chi-
na, like the 1989 Tiananmen Square
massacre and the horrendous treat-

ment of Uyghurs.
Trump Is wrong about TikTok

m'rthe Supreme Court is likely to we
endment protections against
th m“?’Enal security risk. If the federa]

TikTok fa, tme]aw)fem can show that

; that the United States has a
vested interest in ensuring that a for-

eigh Bovernment, or a company partial-
ly oWned by a foreign government, isn't
allovged to spread propaganda to mil-
lions'of Americans through their per-
sonal devices.

The Justice Department, arguing in
defense of the ban, noted: “The First
Amendment would not have required
our Nation to tolerate Soviet ownership
and control of American radio stations
(or other channels of communication
and critical infrastructure) during the
Cold War, and it likewise does not re-

v | ¥

L
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Last year, Congress passed, and
President Joe Blden signed, legislation
that bans TikTok in the United States if
parent company ByteDance doesn't
sell the popular app by Jan. 19. Mike
BLAKE/REUTERS FILE

quire us to tolerate ownership and con-
g;’l of TikTok by a foreign adversary to-
Y.
I's a rare instance where 1 agree with
the Biden administration instead of
Trump, who asked the court to delay en-
forcement of the law so the incoming

president can pursue “a political resolu-

tion.”
Trump, on Truth Social, revealed the

real reason why he doesn’t want TikTok
banned. He posted a graphic that shows
his popularity on the platform. ‘

Like X, TikTok ebbs and flows with
accurate and false information, contro-
versies and conspiracies. It’s a cesspool.
But Trump doesn’t mind a cesspool as
long as people love him in it.

Trump missed a good opportunity to
put America first. Instead, he prioritized
his own popularity. That isn’t surprns-
ing, but it is disappointing.

Nicole Russell is an opinion colum-
nist with USA TODAY. She lives in Texas
with her four kids. Sign up for her news-
letter, The Right Track, and get it deliv-
ered to your inbox.
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Reflecting in an era of climate
change on winters of yore

Michael Kilian
Eumenthon Ferinr

and Chrondcke

During a recent spate of lake-effect
s warnings in places like Wayne
and northern Cayuga eounties, the city
of Rechester saw very litthe snowfall.

As I stared out my office window at
ihe bure grass on the Parcel 5 park
downiown, 1 deided 1o resenrch ihe
wiinter of 1977-TH.

I remember well that cold season,
wiheen Twies 14 yemns old, becas: Tspent

ts of time shovel

2
RINOAK,

{Well, | also remember It because the
“Saturdiy Night Fever” movie soumd-
trawck wars all over the: sadio al the lime;
“stayin’ Alive” and all thar.)

Thanks to a 2023 artbele by Spec-
trum News meleormlogisi Todd Kerk
man, [ learned that 1 have good reason
o hialel the winiter of 4T years ago in my
memary: In 1977-78, we lived through
e second-snowiest bocal winler in ne-
eorehed Imdnty_

ER——

16004

wiliile mow of minimizing the number of

sibstantiol anowsborms while ahrink-

Ing the range of areas Hiely to see much

luke-effect snow. Last winler's 50.4

inches amounted to the kst looml
efiall since WSE-51,

Inches of snow then at beast five feet
mome Than the seasonmal averge. The
only recorded winter when more flakes
Tiell waas 1959-60, which noses out 1977
TH by & mere 0.8 inches.

For the record, twoe other winters
Trom my childhond mike: Herkman's
Top 10 lst - 1970-T (third snowlest)
udmm-m{mﬂumwiut}

Remarkably, Weslern New York is
kmmnumocmmddnnw
WTT, bt that winter decsn’t even make
Im:bemfs'l’hpmht. mainly because
e storm that buried Bullalo struck us
only 2 ghneing Blow.

Here in the 20208, the very idea of
rectiving maore than 100 inches of snow,
Ted alone: 160, seems remale. Climake

chinge has hid the effect for quite a

And “lake effect” just hasn't hit here
s hard as it onee did. Tusl cast of Take
Erie, particularly in Buffalo's South-
Lirwms?

O Just east of Lake Ontario, partie-
ularly om the Tug Hill Plateas norhwest
of Rome? Cerlainly the chaner for lols
of lake-effect anow has been quite real
iR pecent yoars,

Bul in Rocheslear? Nol so much, So
wihiile it is easy for any of us o lament
“winter,” truth i we aren’t eoping with
nearly as much snow {or cold) as we
ones did,

The Demoeral and Chroniche s
blessed to have journalists who help
Rochester-nrea readers prepare For in-
element wesihier, in any Frm, Conneed
Team reporter Vicloria B, Freile writes

Iini this 1979
file phata,
Wil Irizarry
balances a
wheal and
tire on his
head as ha
trudges

S A

g many & storm advisory story for us,
year-round. And elimate and weather
and lakes reporter Steve Howe helps
pul in context why we see the wealher
wodn.

Please downbead the DEC app on
your phone to receive alerts and read
b lalesi wesiibwer slorics, abosl Ialu
effiect ST0W OF Summer
henwy rainfall, and you'll see the sjood
work Victorla and Steve and others do.

Hawing written this eolumn, 17 sdd
this el abowl haal weadher: Chi-
mate trends do not rabe out a signifieant
etarm burying us one day befoe spring,
or Lhe prevailing winds occasionally
pling vy the Mully kake-effect snow in
Resithester ar Welster or Greece.

Yet it's eminently clear the 14-vear-
alds of today locally get to spend far less
timne shoveling Than T onee did {and,
with any luck, more time latening o
gond misic).

Mike: Ribicrm i eeraclive edilor, Reoek
him at mkitian@gunne.com

Guidelines from Rochester Transit Service for
taking a pet/emotional support animal on a bus

Genac Shields
Rochester Democrat and Cheoniche
LS TODAY RETWORK

The Amerlcan Pet Products Assoeln-
tion reports that 78% of 1.8, house-
bkl Trawed wilh pels yearly, wilh cals
and dogs being the most common com-
panion!

5.
Trveling with a pel can be lime-
consuming, and living in a city without
& car can meke things . But did
you know that Rochester Regional
Transit Service (RTS) allows small pets
wnd emolimal supporl animals on
baard? Over the holidays, | was dog-sit-
ting and decided to bring the pup to our
downiown office, His nams is Hiro, and
he hiasd never been on a bus beffore, so 1
had no ides what to expect om our trip.
After putting on our coats and mak-
ing several stops for Hiro to sniff around
on our walk to the bus stop, we finally
caught the 118 bus to the KTS station.
1 could tell he was very nervous, but
alfter sitting beside me and eating some

et bnstter, T knew b was godad to go.
Other riders were surprised bot smiled
whan they saw him sitting in his seal
Tk a1 reguliar prieaenger.

Omce we reached the RTE station, we
hopped off the bus and enjoyed our day

your gl on emotional supgorl animal
{EBA) for a vide on the bus, sccording to
ETs:
» Kewp your pet/ESA in a closed con-
tainer, cage, or
-Msltmwlrpel.ﬂ.ﬁn iz honse-
trained.

# Hold the camier on your lap or
place it neur your keet,

» Don't let the carrler take up & seat
or hlock the adsle.

« The pet/ESA cannot make exces-
sive noise or display threatening behav-
lor.

Genae Shields is the business and de-
wvelopment impact reporter working on
muobility stories Ut dive into ko peo-

Your brand’s spotlight

with our audience

Generate Pagh vis

Ty and i

myediate impact

Ganae Shields and her friend's dog,
Hire, take the bus Dewntewn.
CEMAE SHIELDFS/DEMOCRAT AMD CHROKIC]

e gel ground Rochester and ifs
rounding arens. As a member
il community, Genoe enjovs le

Explore the data we've
compiled for you
Humbers tell our
storias, and thy
anlightan us along the
way. They show us our
housing market's

how gas prices have changed, md:y's
air quality and how our elected
officials voted.

Scan this OR code or head to
data.demecratandchrenicle.com to
Tearn more about our area throogh the
rasmbiers that reprasent us.

Sign up for newsletters
forlnp daily content

Follow this QR cade to
sign up fior cwr daily
newslattars, a brisk
summary of our top
stories with links to.
despar content,
—beckgrouTT ETvies and related
opinian paces, You can choose the
topic from news to sports to
entertainment, as well as local
obituaries and memarkes of those
wihia'vie passed, It's all part of your
full-access subscription.

Are you having problems
with your subscription?

Qur custamar sarvica
team Is ready to help
you with any part of
your full-accass
subscription, whather
It's gatting a cradit for

eMewspaper, of downloading and
activating the app. Follow this GR
code on your phone te reach our
‘teamn. You can click one button to start
& live chat with & representative or call
our custemer service desk.

How to submit a letter
to the editor

Doy brarver an
opinion about a rews
story or an issue In our
community? We want
& haar it and share it
with our resders, Scan
—thtsanoodufor 2 form to submit yeur
epinion online.

e

CORRECTIONS

In an opinion column publishad Jan,
12 and tithed “Recalling impact of Car-
‘ter's support for Hyde Amendment,”
‘thie amsunt spent on abortion rights
ks by Demacrats in 2024 was listed
Incarrectly, it was $571milllan.

# After todey's Opinion section went
to press, it was decided because of a
cold waather forecast to move Prasi-
dant-Ehkect Danakd Trsmp's inaugura-
‘tion on Monday indoors. Therefore,
some details in Mike Kelly's column
today describing plans for an cutdoar
Inauguration are ,
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1/21/25, 3:42 PM A: Main

corrections

In an opinion column published Jan. 12 and titled 'Recalling impact of Carter’s support for Hyde Amendment,'
the amount spent on abortion rights ads by Democrats in 2024 was listed incorrectly. It was $571 million.

After today’s Opinion section went to press, it was decided because of a cold weather forecast to move
President-:Elect Donald Trump’s inauguration on Monday indoors. Therefore, some details in Mike Kelly’s
column today describing plans for an outdoor inauguration are outdated.
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